
on the fascia indicates the currently
selected input and active outputs.

There are five Scart inputs (Sat,
VCR, LD, DVD and Aux), four of
which are RGB/S-video capable 
and three of which can also be 
used as outputs. The sixth Scart
(TV1) is a dedicated RGB output 
for the TV. 

There are two extra sets of
composite video/stereo audio
phono outputs, both of which 
emit the same signals as the TV1
Scart output. One set (TV2) can 
be switched to output what’s
coming from the ‘VCR’ socket.

Also provided are two sets of
composite video/stereo audio inputs
(one on the front, one on the back),
which can be used instead of the
Aux Scart socket – but not at 
the same time. Completing the
connections is separate stereo 
audio output for connection to 
an amplifier or hi-fi – this emits 
the same audio as the TV1 Scart.

Using the Quintro is very simple,
though the range of possible
options makes the manual quite
confusing. A small remote control 
is supplied for manual switching, 
or you can use the button on the
fascia. But because the unit is
powered from the mains, it will
automatically switch when it
detects a signal from any source. 
It switches to the last-used input
when the device you’re watching 
is turned off. 

The vast array of connections
means you can make two different
recordings at the same time, make

recordings from one VCR to another
and capture up to six simultaneous
recordings of one source. 

To avoid accidental interruptions
to recording, a Lock function locks
the selected input to the VCR and
TV2 outputs, but still lets you watch
the other inputs.

PERFORMANCE

In practice, the Quintro proves 
to be a superb addition to an 
AV system. Signal detection and
switching is instantaneous when 
a device is activated. Picture quality
is maintained from all inputs – RGB
signals from a digibox look as good
through the Quintro as they do
when plugged straight into the 
TV. Recordings made from any 
of the outputs on a VCR show 
no signs of deterioration either.

There are just two criticisms: 
the unit is slow to respond to
commands from the remote
control, sometimes requiring
repeated presses of the buttons.
Second, there’s no Off button,
meaning that the unit runs hot
after prolonged use.

Compared with the £150 Keene
Scart Controller (reviewed on p88),
the Quintro comes out on top. Not
only does it sell for £70 less, it 
also boasts an extra Scart input.
Build quality isn’t as solid and 
you’ll have a harder time hiding 
the Quintro away. But if these
minor quibbles don’t bother you
this terrific home cinema hub 
could well be the answer to all 
your prayers ■

B-TECH QUINTRO AV controller £80

t e s t

Doctors have discovered 
an extremely serious
ailment peculiar to 

AV enthusiasts. It’s called 
Acute Scart Deficiency, and
symptoms include a severe 
lack of Scart sockets on the 
TV, accompanied by a feeling 
of frustration at having to swap
cables every five minutes. 

The only known cure – apart
from forking out for a brand-new
TV – is to get a Scart controller,
which puts more inputs at your
disposal and can switch between
connected sources.

B-Tech has added an extra input
to its popular Quattro AV controller
and launched the Quintro, which
(as the name suggests) provides five
Scart inputs. This lets you channel
video from DVD players, VCRs,
games consoles and set-top boxes
into a single Scart input on your TV.

It’s styled in silver and is nearly
the same size as a DVD player –
requiring more room than most 
AV controllers. A series of lights 

FEATURES
Automatic RGB, S-video and composite
video switching; LEDs for inputs and
outputs; make two different recordings
simultaneously; bi-directional recording
between two VCRs; make up to six
simultaneous recordings; Lock function;
TV decoder switch; supplied remote 

SOCKETS
5 Scart inputs (4 RGB & S-video capable;
1 composite only); 1 RGB Scart output; 
2 composite video inputs; 2 composite
video outputs; 2 stereo audio inputs; 
3 stereo audio outputs 

DIMENSIONS
335(w) x 65(h) x 240(d)mm

CONTACT
B-Tech ☎ 01689 848 535
www.b-tech-int.com

VERDICT

WHAT’S GOOD
Five inputs; no signal deterioration;
flexibility; auto switching; lock

WHAT’S BAD
Can’t be turned off; unresponsive to
remote; size

OVERALL
An inexpensive solution to a frustrating
problem

FEATURES  . . . . . . . . . .�����

EASE OF USE . . . . . . . . .����

VALUE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .����

OVERALL  . . . . . . . . . . .�����

Small and quite unresponsive

Input/output options are
comprehensive

One source can be locked to the
VCR output

SPECIFICATIONS
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FIVE-STAR SHOW
Not enough Scarts on your TV? With a whopping five Scart inputs, B-Tech’s
Quintro AV controller may be the answer to your prayers, says Danny Phillips 
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